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CEREDIGION LOCAL ACCESS FORUM

GUIDANCE FOR PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS


Background

Ceredigion Local Access Forum (LAF) was established in 2002, as required by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (the CROW Act).

The Local Access Forum has reached the end of its latest three year term and arrangements are being made to appoint a ‘new’ Forum.  Membership will be for a period of three years from the date of the first meeting of the new Forum.  The Forum will consist of between 12 and 22 members.

The function of the Forum is to advise the local authority, Natural Resources Wales and other bodies exercising functions of the CROW Act, as to the improvement of public access to land in the area for the purposes of open-air recreation and the enjoyment of the area.  These bodies must, by law, have regard to relevant advice given by the Forum.

The operation of the Forum is governed by Welsh Government regulations which include the:
· Establishment of a forum
· Administration of a forum 
· Appointment of Chair and Deputy Chair
· Establishment of a sub-committee by a forum
· Termination of membership
· Conduct of meetings of a forum
· Annual reports
· Notification of appointments to a forum

The role of the Forum

The LAF advises upon aspects of public access in the area, including public rights of way and the right of access to open country and registered common land.  The Forum will consider all forms of access, including but not limited to horse riding, cycling, off road driving and access on foot.  

There are certain issues upon which a Local Access Forum must, by statute, be consulted.  These include:
· The making of Byelaws relating to access land;
· The appointment of wardens in respect of access land;
· The preparation or review of a Rights of Way Improvement Plan; and
· Applications for long-term exclusions or restrictions on access-to-access land.

As well as advising the Council on matters referred to it, the Ceredigion Local Access Forum, like other such Forums in Wales, is encouraged to set its own agenda within the broad remit set by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act. The work programme is included in the Forum’s annual report.  The exact nature of the annual work programme will vary from year to year and is decided upon mainly by the Forum.  By way of example, the Forum’s work programme for 2022-25 is included in the Appendix.

It is expected that full Forum meetings will generally take place four times a year.  In addition Forum sub-committees will be arranged to consider specific issues.

Further information, including the minutes from the meetings of Ceredigion Local Access Forum, and Annual Reports, can be viewed on Ceredigion County Council website at:

http://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/coast-countryside/local-access-forum/ 


Criteria for Selection

The following is a list of criteria against which applications will be judged.  However, applicants will not necessarily have to comply with all of the criteria to be successful.

It is essential that a LAF member will:
· Be committed to the function of the Local Access Forum i.e.  advising as to the improvement of public access to land in the area for the purposes of open-air recreation and the enjoyment of the area;
· Be willing and able to play a full part in all aspects of a LAF’s work – persons who are only willing or able to represent a narrow specific interest may not be suitable members.
· Be prepared to take part in the work of Forum sub-committees.

It is desirable that a LAF member will:
· Have a wide range of experience of access issues in the area;
· Reside in, be particularly familiar with, or have any other interests especially relevant to, the area of the Forum;
· Be able to network with a wide range of organisations and individuals, with an aim of disseminating the LAFs work.
· Be able to attend all meetings of the Forum (deputies are not permitted).

These are unpaid positions but Forum members will be able to claim reasonable expenses including care costs for children and elderly or disabled dependants.


If you wish to be considered for membership please complete the application form and return to:

Eifion Jones 
Ceredigion County Council
Neuadd Cyngor Ceredigion
Penmorfa
Aberaeron
Ceredigion
SA46 OPA

Application forms may also be submitted by email to: 
Clic@ceredigion.gov.uk 

Please include ‘Forum Application’ as the email subject.


Following receipt of applications 

The Authority will review all applications and make the decision to appoint new members based on the requirements of the Countryside Access (Local Access Forums) (Wales) Regulations 2001.  Prospective members may be asked to attend interviews depending on the quantity and quality of applications received.
 
The Authority will contact all successful applicants on completion of the review process.  We will endeavour to contact unsuccessful applicants; however this is dependent on the number of applications received.



Ceredigion County Council 2025



Appendix 

The topics below do not include the short-term issues which usually arise for inclusion in agendas. Forum members are welcome to suggest agenda items for any meeting.

	Item 

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk120273941]Teifi Trail 

	Pendinas project 


	Report from local NRW Manager on the actions and plans in Ceredigion on access and recreational facilities.

	Access Reforms update.   

	Cambrian Mountains Society – AONB status 


	Cambrian Mountains Initiative (access/recreation report)


	Paths to wellbeing project – update from Ramblers Association 


	Portalis project 


	Ceredigion Green and Blue Infrastructure strategy – 

	Coed y Bont – Ponthrydyfendigaid 

	Longwood community woodland 

	Education around safe use of multi user paths 

	Funding for access projects 

	Training for LAF members 



	National Trust – Hafod Estate 
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