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	C.5: Brush cutting Risk Assessment Form



	

	Department
	
	
	Assessment No
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Section
	
	
	Date
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Assessor
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Activity / Process
	Numbers & Persons At Risk

	

	 Use of Brush cutter and strimmer
	
	
	
	Employees
	
	Others
	
	Pupils

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	2 – 5
	
	       
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	6 – 9
	
	
	
	     
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	10 +
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Employee
	
	
	Lone Worker

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Handles Money
	
	
	Contractor

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Unsociable Hours
	
	
	Visit Premises

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Deal With Public
	
	
	Young Vulnerable Staff

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Young Person
	
	
	 Public / Client

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Infant School Pupil
	
	
	Primary School Pupil

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Secondary School Pupil
	x
	
	Volunteers

	

	Hazard Involved In The Activity / Process

	

	1.) Contact with moving blade

2.) Flying debris

3.) Exhaust fumes

4.) Fire

5.) Skin condition/cuts & scrapes

6.) Fatigue/vibration

7.) Noise

8.) Machine hazards
9.) Bio Hazards 


	

	Existing Safety Measures / Controls

	

	1.) Only trained competent persons wearing the correct protective clothing to use these machines. Switch off machine before altering or repairing. Hazard warning signs must be displayed at all times. Do not operate if there is anybody within a 15 m radius of the machine. If there is a risk of the public approaching unknowingly post a lookout able to halt work.  Always wear high visibility vests/tops.
2.) Always cut from right to left and away from feet. Ensure all machine guards are properly fitted and in good condition. Always wear long trousers, steel toe-capped sturdy footwear.

3.) Never run machine indoors. Ensure equipment is in good condition. 

4.) Do not smoke or use naked flame near equipment. Use a quick release harness. Do not work near a bonfire.

5.) Use gloves when mixing/filling with petrol /oil and when cleaning machine.

6.) Do not use machine for extended periods, take regular breaks. Adjust harness and handles for comfortable use. Wear clothing that protects from the elements and allows easy movement but will not obstruct or get entangled. 

7.) Hard hat, eye protection and ear defenders must be worn at all times

8.) Clear ground of debris before beginning to work.

9.) Continually check work area for noxious plants i.e. Giant Hogweed, Japanese Knotweed, and Himalayan Balsam etc. Any contact with skin/eyes should be properly irrigated and if required medical advice sought.
10.) Always carry a first aid kit. 



	

	The Residual Risk(s) (After Existing Control Measures).

If There Are None, Write ‘Controls Adequate’ Below. If Risks Still Exist, Detail Below & Rate The Residual Risk(s).
	
	Risk Rating

	
	
	

	
	
	Likelihood
	x
	Severity
	=
	Rating

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	x
	
	=
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	x
	
	=
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	x
	
	=
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	x
	
	=
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Likelihood
	Severity
	Risk Rating

	1
	Rare
	1
	Insignificant
	1 - 5
	Minimal Risk - Maintain Measures

	2
	Unlikely
	2
	Minor
	6 – 10
	Low Risk  - Review Risks

	3
	Possible
	3
	Moderate
	11 – 15
	Moderate Risk - Additional Controls In 12 Months

	4
	Likely
	4
	Major
	16 - 25
	High Risk - Additional Controls Implemented Immediately

	5
	Almost Certain
	5
	Catastrophic
	
	

	

	Implementation of controls and monitoring

	

	Additional controls required to reduce risk(s) below risk rating of 5

	

	

	

	Additional controls agreed Yes / No (If Yes, Detail The Action To Be Taken)

	

	

	

	Target Date For Implementation
	
	

	
	
	

	Signature - Responsible Line Manager / Head Teacher
	
	

	

	Assessment Review

	

	Date Implemented
	
	
	
	Controls Effective? Yes / No
	
	

	

	Comments
	
	

	

	Assessment Review Date
	
	

	
	
	

	Signature – Responsible Line Manager / Head Teacher
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